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A strange comradeship, born of hate and pity, develops
between the two men who indulge in constant quarrels, re-
proaches, remorse, and pardons accompanied by tears and
embracings. Velchaninov cannot escape from these scenes
because he feels guilty. Trusotsky is so perverse that he takes
his companion to the country to meet his new fiancee and
her family. Confronted with Nadia, the young schoolgirl,
Velchaninov plays the part of the accomplished seducer.
Trusotsky, with a kind of satisfied rage, recognizes the be-
ginnings of a betrayal identical to the one that he endured
earlier. Upon his return to St. Petersburg he nurses Velchani-
nov, who has fallen ill in the meantime.
He runs to the kitchen, lights the fire, wakens the janitor,
and Velchaninov, deeply moved, stammers: "You . . . you
. . . could you be better than I am? I understand everything,
thank you."
The seducer falls asleep, and a short while later is aroused
by a painful premonition. He stretches out his arms, and a
sharp weapon strikes his left hand. Trusotsky is standing be-
fore him holding a razor. But Velchaninov succeeds in over-
powering his rival.
Later he meets a fairly pretty young woman in a railroad
station and intervenes when a drunken officer who has been
traveling with her starts a brawl. The woman, saved from
an awkward situation, is effusively grateful and deplores the
fact that her husband has vanished, "at the very moment I
need him." After some time the husband appears. He is
Trusotsky. The two rivals exchange trivialities, then Vel-
chaninov holds out his hand to the "eternal husband," wTho
refuses it.
"And Lisa! And how about litde Lisa," Trusotsky stam-
mers, and his lips, his cheeks, his chin begin to tremble, and
tears onsh from his eyes. The train starts to move. Trusotsky